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SEATTLE ASIAN ART MUSEUM CLOSES TO PREPARE
FOR RENOVATION OF ITS HISTORIC BUILDING
Landmark building to remain closed until 2019

Left: The Art Deco façade on the west side will be preserved. Right: Proposed expansion
rendering shown from the east lawn, including a glass-enclosed lobby.

SEATTLE, WA – The Seattle Asian Art Museum closes its doors starting
Monday, February 27, 2017. Following the planned closure, the museum will
begin preparations for the renovation of the historic building, which requires
critical infrastructure upgrades. The renovation project, including a small
proposed expansion, is currently under review by the City of Seattle.
The museum needs at least six months to move its operations and significant
art collection, as well as properly prepare and secure its building, before
renovation work can begin. Serious seismic and climate control issues put both
the art and patrons at risk, necessitating the closure.
For more than 80 years in Volunteer Park, SAM has served the community. The
original home of SAM, the Asian Art Museum building has not been substantially
restored or renovated since its inception in 1933. The structure is in need of
seismic and climate control upgrades, and the museum’s program and
exhibition space is inadequate to meet educational and exhibition demands.
The renovation addresses critical infrastructure issues, increases ADA
accessibility to the museum, and creates a better connection to Volunteer Park.
The proposed expansion adds more than 12,500 square feet of usable space,
but alters the building’s footprint in Volunteer Park by less than 3,600 square
feet. The expansion offsets space lost by the addition of new heating and
cooling system equipment and will provide a much-needed education
classroom, as well as gallery, conservation, and programming space. It will also
restore historic Olmstedian paths, stretching east from the museum. These
paths will better connect the elements within the park, including the museum.
The goal of the renovation is not only to restore a historic icon and to protect a
major Asian art collection, but also to create a modern museum equipped to
function as an important cultural resource for the community—all while
enhancing and respecting the natural beauty of Volunteer Park.
SAM has been working with the City, parks groups, and the community to
finalize a design that will allow the Asian Art Museum to continue its role as a
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world-class museum. The proposed design has changed over time to reflect
feedback received from these important stakeholders.
The improved Asian Art Museum will reopen in 2019 with a community
celebration.
MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE PROJECT
Additional information, including frequently asked questions, design renderings,
and an opportunity to provide feedback, can be found at
seattleartmuseum.org/inspire
RELATED PROGRAMS AND EVENTS
Asian Art Museum Closing Weekend Open House
Seattle Asian Art Museum
February 25 and 26 (Free)
Celebrate the arts and culture of Asia in this final weekend of all-ages programs
at the Seattle Asian Art Museum. Enjoy drop-in art activities, tours led by
curators and docents, tea tastings, and more.
The Gardner Center for Asian Art and Ideas
Seattle University (and other locations as indicated)
Ongoing
While the museum is closed, The Gardner Center for Asian Art and Ideas will
host its public programs at Seattle-area venues through its “Out & About”
initiative. Its popular Saturday University series will be held beginning winter
2017 at the Seattle University campus on Capitol Hill. Other programs such as
Asia Talks, Art Globally, and performances will pop up at SAM downtown and
elsewhere.
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ABOUT SEATTLE ART MUSEUM
As the leading visual art institution in the Pacific Northwest, SAM draws on its
global collections, powerful exhibitions, and dynamic programs to provide
unique educational resources benefiting the Seattle region, the Pacific
Northwest, and beyond. SAM was founded in 1933 with a focus on Asian art. By
the late 1980s the museum had outgrown its original home, and in 1991 a new
155,000-square-foot downtown building, designed by Robert Venturi, Scott
Brown & Associates, opened to the public. The 1933 building was renovated and
reopened as the Asian Art Museum in 1994. SAM’s desire to further serve its
community was realized in 2007 with the opening of two stunning new
facilities: the nine-acre Olympic Sculpture Park (designed by Weiss/Manfredi
Architects)—a “museum without walls,” free and open to all—and the Allied
Works Architecture designed 118,000-square-foot expansion of its main,
downtown location, including 232,000 square feet of additional space built for
future expansion. The Olympic Sculpture Park and SAM’s downtown expansion
celebrate their tenth anniversary in 2017.
From a strong foundation of Asian art to noteworthy collections of African and
Oceanic art, Northwest Coast Native American art, European and American art,
and modern and contemporary art, the strength of SAM’s collection of
approximately 25,000 objects lies in its diversity of media, cultures and time
periods.
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