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SEATTLE ART MUSEUM PRESENTS PROGRAMS AND 
EVENTS FOR INDIGENOUS BEAUTY: MASTERWORKS 
OF AMERICAN INDIAN ART FROM THE DIKER 
COLLECTION EXHIBITION 
 

A diverse roster of programing and events compliment 
the exhibition 
 
February 12-May 17, 2015 
  

 

SEATTLE, WA –Drawn from the celebrated Native American art collection of 
Charles and Valerie Diker, Indigenous Beauty: Masterworks of American Indian 
Art from the Diker Collection features 122 masterworks representing tribes and 
First Nations across the North American continent.  
 
Premiering at the Seattle Art Museum (SAM) on February 12 with a diverse 
roster of programing and events, Indigenous Beauty is the first traveling 
exhibition drawn from this acclaimed collection and highlights native North 
American artists whose visionary creativity and technical mastery have helped 
preserve cultural values across generations. The exhibition includes artists from 
many tribes and nations, each the product of complex and intertwined 
histories; and the captivating objects they created convey the extraordinary 
breadth and variety of Native American experience in North America.  
 
“Shaped by the Dikers’ passion for American Indian art and culture, and 
coupled with a sensibility honed by their long engagement with modern and 
contemporary art, this collection is renowned as one of the largest, most 
comprehensive, and exquisite of Native American art in private hands,” says 
Kimerly Rorschach, Illsley Ball Nordstrom Director and CEO. “We are thrilled to 
bring these superb works to Seattle.” 
 
Selections from the collection have been presented previously at the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art (1998–2000) and the Smithsonian’s National 
Museum of the American Indian (2004-6). 
 

http://www.seattleartmuseum.org/exhibitions/indigenous
http://www.seattleartmuseum.org/exhibitions/indigenous
http://www.seattleartmuseum.org/
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“This exhibition affords a rare opportunity to see true masterpieces of art from 
across the continent,” says Barbara Brotherton, Curator of Native American Art 
for the Seattle Art Museum. “These works reveal the creative transformations 
that took place when new materials and ideas acquired from Euro-American 
fur traders and settlers inspired Native artists. Exciting interpretive materials 
and public programs will bring the works to life and allow visitors to experience 
Native art and culture as never before.” 
 
UPCOMING PROGRAMS AND EVENTS RELATED TO INDIGENOUS BEAUTY 
Details are subject to change, and additional programs and events may be added 
 

February 5, Teen Art Lab 
4–6:30 pm 
Seattle Art Museum 
Join us on this First Thursday for a free Art Lab! We'll bring the supplies and 
snacks; you bring the energy. Interested in live painting? Making a mural is both 
an individual creative experience as well as a collective project. Join artist Sara 
Ferguson and your fellow teens in creating an indoor mural and learning the 
history of murals around Seattle. Space is limited for this free event and 
reservations are required.  
 

Upcoming Art Labs: 
March 7 
March 14 
April 2 
 

February 12, SAM Talks: David Penney  
7-8 pm 
Seattle Art Museum 
Celebrate Indigenous Beauty with an opening night talk by guest curator David 
Penney, Associate Director of Scholarship at the Smithsonian's National 
Museum of the American Indian. Tickets: SAM members $5; Adults $10; Seniors 
and Students $8. 
 

February 28, Community Day 
10 am-3 pm 
Seattle Art Museum 
Join us for a free celebration of Native American art, culture, music and dance. 
Acclaimed artist, dancer, and storyteller Ty Defoe will be leading story time in 
the galleries and a hoop dance performance and workshop for all ages! First 
500 attendees of Community Day get in free to the galleries. Tickets will be 
available at both entrances on a first-come, first-served basis starting at 10 am. 
 

March 14, Family Fun Workshop: Patterns and Textures 
10 am-noon 
Seattle Art Museum 
Explore Indigenous Beauty with a family-friendly sketching tour, then create 
your own striking mosaic inspired by the beautiful patterns and textures seen 
in Native American designs. Family Fun workshop fee for one adult and up to 
two kids is $15; SAM members $7.50. Additional participants are $5 each 
(members included). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.seattleartmuseum.org/visit/calendar/events?EventId=31827
http://kserapaints.com/
http://kserapaints.com/
http://www.seattleartmuseum.org/visit/calendar/events?EventId=31827
http://www.seattleartmuseum.org/visit/calendar/events?EventId=31911
http://www.seattleartmuseum.org/visit/calendar/events?EventId=31907
http://www.seattleartmuseum.org/visit/calendar/events?EventId=31908
http://www.seattleartmuseum.org/visit/calendar/events?EventId=31972
http://www.seattleartmuseum.org/visit/calendar/events?EventId=31829
http://www.seattleartmuseum.org/visit/calendar/events?EventId=31906
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March 25, SAM Talks: Gaylord Torrence 
7-8 pm 
Seattle Art Museum 
Gaylord Torrence, Senior Curator of American Indian Art at the Nelson-Atkins 
Museum of Art, discusses the work of the Plains Indians in Indigenous Beauty. 
Tickets: SAM members $5; Adults $10; Seniors and Students $8. 
 

April 22 SAM Talks: Johnpaul Jones 
7-8 pm 
Seattle Art Museum 
On Earth Day, join a discussion with architect Johnpaul Jones on the 
relationships between Native culture, the built environment, land use, and 
environmental activism. Jones was the architect for the National Museum of the 
American Indian (NMAI). 
  

May 6, SAM Talks: PechaKucha Seattle 
7-10 pm 
Seattle Art Museum 
The Seattle Art Museum and PechaKucha Seattle team up to present topics 
and issues related to contemporary Native culture. Presented in conjunction 
with Indigenous Beauty. Free and open to the public.  
 

Registering and Purchasing Tickets for Special Programs   
Advance registration or ticket purchase is required for SAM public programs 
(there are no timed tickets for this show). To register or purchase tickets visit 
seattleartmuseum.org or call the Box Office at 206-654-3121. Event tickets may 
also be purchased at any of SAM’s three sites. For more information about SAM 
programing please visit the museum’s website at seattleartmuseum.org/. 
 

Indigenous Beauty is organized by the American Federation of Arts and was made possible by the 
generosity of an anonymous donor, the JFM Foundation, and Mrs. Donald Cox. 
 

A fully illustrated catalogue presenting new research about the objects in the exhibition will include 
an essay by the guest curator David Penney,  and contributions from renowned experts, offering 

insight into the visual and material diversity of the collection and providing a greater 
understanding of the social and cultural worlds from which these works came. Contributors include 
Janet Catherine Berlo, Professor of Visual and Cultural Studies at the University of Rochester; 
Bruce Bernstein, executive director of the Continuous Pathways Foundation, Pueblo of Pojoaque, 
New Mexico, and senior curator of the Ralph T. Coe Foundation for the Arts; Barbara Brotherton, 
curator of Native American art at the Seattle Art Museum; Joe D. Horse Capture, curator, scholar, 
and consultant with a focus on Native cultures of the Plains; and Susan Secakuku, a Hopi curator 
and consultant for museums and cultural organizations. 
 

The Seattle presentation is made possible through the support of SAM Fund for Special Exhibitions. 
Generous support provided by Anonymous, ArtsFund/Guendolen Carkeek Plestcheeff Fund for the 
Decorative and Design Arts, The MacRae Foundation and Seattle Art Museum Supporters (SAMS). 
Corporate Sponsor is Perkins Coie LLP. 
 

Following its presentation in Seattle, Indigenous Beauty will travel to the Amon Carter Museum of 
American Art in Fort Worth, Texas from July 5 through September 13, 2015, the Michael C. Carlos 
Museum at Emory University in Atlanta October 8, 2015 through January 3, 2016, and the Toledo 
Museum of Art February 14 through May 11, 2016. 
 

The American Federation of Arts is a nonprofit institution dedicated to enriching the public’s 
experience and understanding of the visual arts that organizes art exhibitions for presentation in 
museums around the world, publishes exhibition catalogues, and develops educational programs.  
 

Indigenous Beauty programming is sponsored by KCTS Channel 9. 
 
Image credits: Boy's beaded jacket, ca. 1880, Crow, hide, glass beads, 30 × 20 in., Diker no. 846, Courtesy American Federation of 
Arts.Tunic and leggings, late 19th century Tlingit, Chilkat, Klukwan, Alaska. Cedar bark, wool, metal cones, 44 1/2 × 14 5/8 in. Diker 

no. 795. Courtesy American Federation of Arts. Louisa Keyser (also known as Datsolalee, Washoe) Carson City, Nevada. Basket 
bowl, 1907. Willow shoots, redbud shoots, bracken fern root, 12 1/2 × 16 5/8 in. Diker no. 326. Courtesy American Federation of Arts. 
Man's shirt, ca. 1850 Niimiipu (Nez Perce), Oregon or Idaho Hide, porcupine quills, horsehair, wool, glass beads, pigment, 32 11/16 × 

60 2/3 in. Diker no. 666. Courtesy American Federation of Arts. 

 

ABOUT SEATTLE ART MUSEUM  
Seattle Art Museum (SAM) is one museum with three locations: the Olympic Sculpture Park, the 
Seattle Art Museum and the Asian Art Museum in Volunteer Park.  
 

SAM connects art to life.  
 

Through art, the Seattle Art Museum enriches lives and engages diverse communities.  

As the leading visual art institution in the Pacific Northwest, SAM draws on its global collections, 

powerful exhibitions, and dynamic programs to provide unique educational resources benefiting 

the Seattle region, the Pacific Northwest, and beyond.  

http://www.seattleartmuseum.org/visit/calendar/events?EventId=31973
http://www.seattleartmuseum.org/visit/calendar/events?EventId=31976
http://www.seattleartmuseum.org/visit/calendar/events?EventId=31975
http://www.seattleartmuseum.org/
http://www.seattleartmuseum.org/
http://www.cartermuseum.org/
http://www.cartermuseum.org/
http://www.carlos.emory.edu/
http://www.carlos.emory.edu/
http://www.toledomuseum.org/
http://www.toledomuseum.org/

