
 

PRESS 
RELEASE 
DEC 15, 2014 
 

Press Contacts 

Cara Egan  

Seattle Art Museum P.R. 

carae@seattleartmuseum.org 

206.748.9285 

Wendy Malloy  

Seattle Art Museum P.R. 

wendym@seattleartmuseum.org 

206.654.3151 

 

 
SEATTLE ART MUSEUM RETURNS ROYAL SEAL OF 
KING DEOKJONG TO KOREA 

 

 
 

SEATTLE, WA – Today, the Korean Cultural Heritage Administration (CHA) and 
the Seattle Art Museum (SAM) announced the return of the Royal Seal of King 
Deokjong to the Republic of Korea.  The seal was purchased for SAM in good 
faith from the William H. Wolff gallery in New York by Mrs. Thomas D. Stimson 
in 1963. A royal item such as this is considered national property of Korea, and 
therefore would unlikely be sold or alienated, even though it remains unclear 
when and how this seal came to the United States. The seal will be returned at 
a ceremonial signing of a memo of understanding between the CHA and SAM 
in spring 2015 at the National Palace Museum of Korea.  
 

“The Seattle Art Museum has a very strong and long standing relationship with 
the government of Korea and Korean cultural institutions especially given our 
significant Korean art collection,” said Kimerly Rorschach, Illsley Ball Nordstrom 
Director and CEO of the Seattle Art Museum.  “We worked closely with the 
Korean Cultural Heritage Administration and consulted our Board of Trustees 
and the family of the donor on this issue. We all felt the best decision was to 
return the seal to Korea.”  
 

The gilt bronze seal bears six characters which reads “Onmum Ui-gyeong 
daewang jibo,” meaning the seal of Great King Onmum Ui-gyeong, the 
posthumous title of King Deokjong. On the square base, is a tortoise with its 
head raised. The tortoise is often used in Joseon-dynasty royal seals, 
functioning as a seal’s knob. King Deokjong (1438-1457) was an eldest son of 
King Sejo (1417-1468, r. 1455-1468) and a father of King Seongjong (1457-1494,  
r. 1469-1494). He died at the age of 20 without ascending the throne. The seal 
was carved by his son King Seongjong in order to commemorate Chujon, a 
royal ritual in which an official title of King is given to someone who died 
without ascending the throne.  
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In 2008 Ms. Kim Eun-young, Seoul City’s Important Cultural Asset No. 13 
Maedeupjang (master in traditional knot making), made a silk cord for the seal 
with funding provided by Frank S. Bayley. Ms. Kim conducted research on 
cords of Joseon-dynasty royal seals, and dyed the silk in red with “red wood,” 
which was used in the Joseon dynasty. SAM is giving this cord to Korea along 
with the return of the seal.  
 
 
Image captions: Seal of King Deokjong, 1471 , Korean, Joseon dynasty. Gilt bronze, 9.05 x 10 x 12.86 cm. Thomas D. Stimson Memorial 

Collection, 63.59 

 

ABOUT SEATTLE ART MUSEUM  

Seattle Art Museum (SAM) is one museum with three locations: the Olympic Sculpture Park, the 

Seattle Art Museum and the Asian Art Museum in Volunteer Park.  

 

SAM connects art to life.  

 

Through art, the Seattle Art Museum enriches lives and engages diverse communities.  

As the leading visual art institution in the Pacific Northwest, SAM draws on its global collections, 

powerful exhibitions, and dynamic programs to provide unique educational resources benefiting 

the Seattle region, the Pacific Northwest, and beyond.  


