
Seattle Art Museum 
Unpaid Intern Position Description 

 
Title: NW Artists Research Intern 
Department/Location: Curatorial 
Staff Supervisor: Curatorial Associate for Collections  
 
Goals and Learning Objectives: Learn professional research strategies and cataloguing- / 
biography-writing standards.  Research the biographies of Northwest artists whose work is in 
the museum collection. Find artist (or heir) contact information. 
 
Duties & Responsibilities: 

 Convey in a written report who these artists were, their basic biographies, describe and 
characterize the major periods of their careers, convey when and why they became 
involved with the museum, and be able to place the museum’s holdings of their work 
within the full scope of their careers. Provide contact information for artist, or their 
heir(s). 

 Time commitment: 1-2 full days per week (10am-5pm), or equivalent time commitment; 
September-December, with possibility of extension. 

 
Qualifications: 

 Demonstrated knowledge of art and art history; history of art historical research (could 
include college course experience); knowledge of Northwest art and artists preferred 

 Excellent written and oral communication skills. 

 Ability to work with staff and volunteers in a professional manner on a variety of tasks. 

 Ability to communicate effectively to staff, volunteers and public. 

 Basic filing, typing and computer skills. 

 Ability to ask for help and accept supervision and evaluation of your work. 

 Abide by the Standards for Museum Volunteers/Interns as outlined in the 
Volunteer/Intern Packet. 

 
Physical Requirements: 

 Manual dexterity. 

 Ability to lift up to 20 pounds. 
 
Education: 

 Current college students, recent graduates, or current graduate students in Art History, 
History, Art, Cultural Studies, Archeology, Classics or a related field may apply. 

 
Training: 

 General SAM orientation provided by Volunteer Department 

 On-the-job training will be provided, as needed. 
 
APPLICATION PROCESS: 
Submit a letter of interest, resume and SAM Internship Application (available at 
http://www.seattleartmuseum.org/about-sam/careers)  
Mail: Manager of Volunteer Programs 
 Seattle Art Museum 
 1300 First Avenue 

Seattle WA 98101-2003 
Email: volunteer@seattleartmuseum.org 
Posting closes: 8/31/2014 
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